
Ressort: Special interest

The missing chapter of Arabian History

Jerusalem, 11.04.2026 [ENA]

Khaybar, Khaybar, ya Yahud" - the chant heard at modern rallies is a call for violence. Before Islam,
Arabia was a mosaic of Jewish fortresses, master craft, and thriving date palm groves. The transition from
Jewish sovereignty to total expulsion was a brutal, decisive crushing of a civilization.

“Khaybar, Khaybar, ya Yahud” is not just a slogan shouted at modern rallies. It is one of the
longest-surviving historical references weaponized in contemporary political discourse. Its endurance
reveals something uncomfortable: history does not erase cleanly. The memory of Khaybar persists because
it marks the violent end of a civilization that once shaped the Hejaz.

To understand the modern Middle East, you cannot ignore the world that existed before the 7th century: a
world of Jewish fortresses, irrigated oases, and desert monarchs invoking the “Lord of Heaven.”

To understand the modern Middle East, you must return to the world that existed before the 7th century.
The Hejaz held a social and political landscape that has almost vanished from public memory. Jewish
fortresses stood along the basalt ridges, irrigation channels cut through the valley floors, and tribal alliances
were negotiated in a world where survival depended on engineering, diplomacy, and control of water.
The traces remain — in inscriptions, in abandoned atam, in the agricultural systems still visible beneath the
sand — but the civilization itself was deliberately dismantled. What survives today is not memory, but
residue.

Most narratives of the Arabian Peninsula begin in the 7th century, as if nothing of consequence preceded it.
The Jewish communities of Arabia did not appear suddenly. Their arrival was part of a broader Near
Eastern pattern: populations displaced by Roman campaigns, merchants following established caravan
routes, and older diasporic groups embedded in Arabian trade cities. By late antiquity, these communities
formed a coherent social presence stretching from Tayma to Yathrib.
They were not isolated enclaves. They were participants in - and sometimes drivers of - the region’s
economic and political systems.

Before the 7th century, Yathrib - later Medina - functioned less as a loose tribal settlement and more as a
proto–city-state. Its Jewish tribes formed the backbone of this structure: one dominated craft production,
one controlled agricultural capital, one secured the vulnerable approaches to the oasis.
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This division of labor created a balanced, interdependent system that allowed Yathrib/Medina to thrive in
an environment where most settlements remained fragile.
Understanding this architecture is essential: removing these tribes did not simply shift power - it dismantled
an entire civic model.

In Yathrib  the Jewish tribes were not outsiders living at the margins of an Arab society. They were fully
embedded actors in a shared cultural and political system. They spoke Arabic, followed the same codes of
honor, and participated in the same tribal negotiations that structured life in the oasis.
Their identity was not defined by separation but by integration: craftsmen, landowners, warriors, mediators.
Figures like Samaw’al ibn ‘Adiya illustrate this reality. His fortress at Al-Ablaq and his uncompromising
adherence to oath-keeping were not “Jewish exceptions” in an Arab world; they were part of the moral
vocabulary of the region itself.

In  the 4th century, the Himyarite Kingdom of Yemen adopted Judaism at the royal level. 

Under King Dhu Nuwas, this Jewish monarchy collided with the geopolitical forces of Byzantium and
Aksum. The conflict at Najran triggered an international intervention that ended the kingdom - but not
before Arabia witnessed something extraordinary: a Jewish sovereign state in the desert.

The earliest Islamic sources - the Sira of Ibn Ishaq/Ibn Hisham, al-Waqidi’s Maghazi, and early hadith
collections - describe a sequence of escalating conflicts between Muhammad’s community and the three
major Jewish tribes of Yathrib, the city later known as Medina.
When Muhammad arrived in Yathrib - the oasis that would later become Medina - the city was a fragile
balance of alliances, rivalries, and economic interdependence. The three Jewish tribes who had engineered
the oasis for generations were not marginal actors.

The first rupture came with the Banu Qaynuqa. Their fortified quarter, once the commercial heart of the
oasis, became the site of a confrontation that escalated into siege. When they surrendered, they were
expelled from Yathrib.
The second break followed soon after. The Banu Nadir, accused of plotting against Muhammad, retreated
into their stone fortresses on the outskirts of the oasis. The siege that followed ended with their forced
departure.
The final and most consequential collapse came with the Banu Qurayza. During the Battle of the Trench,
they were accused of negotiating with the attacking coalition. When the siege ended, the Qurayza were
surrounded, their atam sealed off, their water cut. 

 They surrendered under the condition that a neutral arbitrator - a leader from a Medinan Arab tribe - would
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decide their fate. The earliest Islamic sources describe the judgment clearly: the men were mutilated and
executed, and the women and children were taken slaves. With the Qurayza gone, the Jewish presence in
Yathrib ended completely. A civilization that had shaped the oasis for centuries disappeared within a few
years.
The story did not end in Medina. North of the city, the fortified oasis of Khaybar became the next target. Its
towers, carved into black volcanic rock, fell one by one after prolonged siege warfare. 

What happened in Yathrib and Khaybar was not a series of isolated incidents. It was the systematic
dismantling of a social, economic, and political order that had defined the northern Hejaz for centuries. The
earliest Islamic sources themselves preserve the details: the sieges, the expulsions, the executions, the
redistribution of land, the absorption of agricultural wealth. These events reshaped the region so completely
that the memory of the Jewish oases survived only in ruins, inscriptions, and the long shadow cast by the
name Khaybar.

The 628 CE siege of Khaybar was not merely a military event.
It became a cultural memory , a shorthand for the end of Jewish autonomy in Arabia.
Its afterlife, invoked in chants and political rhetoric, shows how a single moment can echo across 1,400
years.
To understand why certain phrases still resonate today, you must understand Khaybar.
History does not erase cleanly.
Archaeology is only now beginning to uncover what memory tried to erase.
The collapse of the ancient oases, and the modern archaeological reawakening of these sites form the next
chapters of this story. The history of Jewish Arabia is not a footnote. 
It is a missing chapter of history, one that explains why certain narratives and symbols still shape the
headlines.

Bericht online lesen:
https://rainerw.en-a.de/special_interest/the_missing_chapter_of_arabian_history-93444/
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